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Preſent State 
En TRE" as 


lat the Pa and Pre yew State of Facobitiſes 
in Exglend, was and is a State of Vexation 
and Trouble, Suffering and Affliction, is 
ſeaſibly felt by all thoſe who ſuſtain that De- 

nomination, notorioully evident to the whole 

Nation, and ond in particular by this Author, and ſome 
others, who make that Conſideration one Argument to 
induce them to take the Oaths, that thereby they may ex- 


_- empt themſelves from that Suffering Condition under which 


they have lain for fo many Tears. 
In this Caſe, no Man nor Party 


of Men, need any Elo: 


quence to en the lr that "me Act with the great- | 


eſt 


EY” 
Y . * 
1 


* 
eſt clearneſs and Sincerity, if they are heartily deſirous to 
have their Sufferings commiſerated, their Burdens lightned, 
the Rigors againſt them moderated and qualified; For al- 
tho' we are taught in the School of Religion, that AMiQti- 
ons have their Benefit, that Adverſity, if rightly uſed, may. 
turn to better Account than Proſperity ;.altho' the Doctrine. | 
of Providence obliges us to ſubmit with Patience, Con-. 

- teptedneſs and Cheerfulneſs. Altho? they are always juſt 
on God's part, always permitted or :nflifted for wiſe and * 
good Ends, and which therefore ſhould inſpire us with Hu- 
mility and Meekneſs, with Repentance towards God, with 
Charity. and Forgiveneſs towards Men; nevertheleſs Sufſer- 
ings not being natural, but accidental to Religion, intro- 
duę d from the Corruption of Humane Nature, by way of 
Diſcipline and Correction, We are allow'd by the Divine 
Goodneſs, and in ſome meaſure are bound ( with fit Reſtri- 
ions and Limitations) to pray for a removal of them from 
God's hand, and from any others who may be inſtrumental 
either to our Afflictions, or Relief, and if we can find any 
Alleviation and-Abatement; We have a new Opportunity of 
exe rciſing another Act of Religion, of praiſing God, and 
beigg enn to en _ - —_ 
If therefore any Charitable hand, will either help us too 
mend our Circumſtances, or contribute to afford us ſu ch 
degrees of Eaſe and Quiet, as we may wear out the Re- 
mainder of our days, under the Burden only of Primative 
Calamities, in being deprivd of thoſe Comforts and Sup- 
ports, which We heretofore did, and others do now enjoy, 
without the Addition and Augmentation of 'poſitive ones. 
We ſhall think our ſelves highly oblig d both to pray for 
them, and alſo to make the beſt Expreſſions of Gratitude 
We are able, ſuitable to the meaſures of Tenderneſs exer - 
ciſed towards us: And even without any of theſe We hope 
we ſhall never be wanting to exerciſe that Chriſtian Duty of 
Charity, as to pray for them, that God will always 2 
* them 


chem that Mercy and Compaſſion, which we want our 
ſelyes; and cannot obtain from them, mn. 


This Author indeed tells us, that his Pamphlet contains 4 


Find Invitation to Us, and if it does, it ought to be as 


kindly receiv'd by us; But if inſtead of an Invitation, it be 


only a Summons to ſurrender by a time*perfix'd, or elſe to 
expect Military Execution, tis a Nindneſse with the utmoſt 
degree of unkindneſs in the Belly of it; If a Friend of our 


Author's ſhould invite him to his Houſe, and tell him he 
ſhould be very welcom; but tell him withal, that if he“ 
did not come, he would certainly cut his Throat, or (whieh 


is all one) would inſtigate others to do it, who were more 


able. I ſuppoſe our Author would think the Find Invitation a 


Prof. _ 


little roughly manag d, and would deſire him hereafter to | 


keep his Kindneſs to himſelf. This is the very Caſe,” For 


he adds ia che fame preface. If they ſball make an ill uſe of 


it, that is, if 'they do not forthwith what he adviſes; chen 


they will be more.inexcuſable, and the Nation will be blameleſo, 


if a Law ſhall ever be promoted to exclude them abſolutely 


from the Benefit or Protettion of the Government; That is, 


it they are totally diveſted of all the Rights and Liberties of 


Engliſhmen, made Outlaws for ever, and expos d to be 
knock d on the Head, by every man who hath a mind to it. 
This is an Invitation after the Method of France; the 
French King kindly invited his Proteſtant Subjects to become 
Proſelytes, and order d the writing of ſeveral Books to 
erſwade them; but when they declind Compliance, he 
back d his Invitation with Dragobus und the GA 
A man had need be pie 


Sinceriry of his Kindneſs too, who makes the conſequence 


re of?hisReafons; and of the 


of Refuſal fo terrible. And I am confident that nothing in 


the World can juſtify ſuch meaſures of Proceeding, but the 


plaineſt Proofs and cleareſt Evidence of Truth and Reaſon, . 


the higheſt Wiſdom and Judgment in managing them, to- 


gether witli a hearty and upright Regard to the Welfare of 
; , | | * ; . 


* 


* 
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(4) 
the Perſons concern'd, and where any of theſe are wanting, 
the Propoſal is all over bloody, and an implacable Thirſt after 
the Deſtruction of other Men. Almighty God indeed com, 
mands Men to accept of His Invitations upon pain of Death, 
but then as we are abſolutely his, ſo His infinite Goodneſs 
and Wiſdom warrant the Severity of His Cominations ; His 
Omniſcience diſcerns all the degrees of Stubborneſs and Con- 
tumacy; and yet after all, after manifold Tryals of Lenity 
and Forbearance, he ſmites only the abſolutely incorrigible; 
But for daring Mortals, who have neither Wiſdom to ſte 
their own Errors, nor thoſe of other Men, much leſs to di- 
ſtinguiſn between Miſtake and Malice, to ſet up a few 
weak and trifling Reaſons, and then command all Men to 
ſubmit to them upon pain of Deſtruction, argues equal Ar- 
rogance towards God, as Cruelty towards Men. Re 
Why ſhould this Author be ſo conceited of his own 
Reaſons, as to think that the not being convine d by them, 
argues the utmoſt degree of Incorrigibleneſs? Or if he 
thought ſo well of them himſelf, Why ſhould he think 
that we muſt. do ſo too? And if they are not as Clear and 
Convictive to us, as (perhaps ) he thinks hey are to him, 
tis impoſſible that, upon that Account, we ſhould be left 
ine xcuſable. Men Reaſon different ways, and lee things by 
different Lights, according to differing Methods of Educa- 
tion, Studies, and even Temper and Conſtitution, and tis 


2 Monſtrous Diſproportion of Puniſhment, that we muſt 


— . 


— woe ear 


be Undone and Periſh, becauſe we have not Heads of the 
ſame make with the Author. He pretends indeed, to Rea- 
fon with us upon our on Principles, but then either he 
does not know them, and that in him is culpable Igno- 


rance, or he conceals them, and that is more culpable 
Hypoecriſie. 


Is it not enough, chat we have bore the Burthen of Ca- 
lamity for Thirteen Years together? Will no Time nor 
Sufferings aſſwage that Bitterneſs of Spirit? But ne, if 

| i 


* 


— — 
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ſill purſues us through a long Series of Adverſity, even to 
a Period of final Deſtruction, and Extirpating of us Root 
and Branch? Tis matter of Wonder and Aﬀtoniſhment, 
that there are Men, who call themſelves Chriſtians, the 
followers of the Metciful 7%, Who after the ſeveral 
Stages of Affliction that their Brethren have Travelled in, 
are ſtill, for the very fame thing, calling out for new 
Methods of Vengeance, and irritating the Government to 
accumulate Sorrow, upon Sorrow, to add ene Weight to 


another, till they are Preſs d to Death. 

Poverty and Meaneſs, which is à Sa 
elſe, muſt, it ſeetns, be no Security to us; we hoped that 
when we had parted with all for our Conſciences, we 


feguard to all Men 


had ſtood out of the way of Envy, Innocence guarded with 


Indigence, is doubly Fortify'd. We have ſeen mighty Of- 
fenders, who, by quitting their Poſts, have Satisfy'd the 


Cries of Juſtice, and they permitted to Enjoy the Spoils, 


without Reproof, and without Moleſtation. But our with- 


drawing muſt ſtop no Proſecution, and altho* it hath left 


us nothing, yet that Nothing muſt be as keenly purſued- 


| as if we had the Wealth of the Nation to Account for, 
our very Rags are Criminal, and when we are Stript to 


the Skin, our Nakedneſs muſt be Scourg'd, and like 
* her Glaſſes, the Lower we fall, the Higher the Storms 
| e nh us, ITI. . ere will be ſo weak as 
to ſuppoſe it (his Inviting Pamphlet) proceeds from any Ap - 
RR of their Party, or Intereſt in the World. And fe 
is much in the right, neither he, nor any other are ſo weak 
as to be Apprehenſive of our Party or Intereſt. But then, 
What makes them ſo free with their Threatnings ? What 


makes them perpetually inſtigating the Powers of the Land 
to load us with New and more Dreadful Preſſures ? Is it 


a Reaſon to be Disfranchis d, to make our very Beings Crimi- 
nal, and Penal, and to lay us under the utmoſt Terr 


- 


N ef 


Pref. 


1 Government of Lewis XI 
| if me had been ſo fond of our old Maſter, we ſhould hade 


gone to him, there would have been uo living for ns. We 


I 


alt: HM; 
-of .Law: becauſe: no Body is ſo weak as to be Appre 

henſive of Us or our Intereſt? All Mankind are agreed, 
that nothing can warrant the Extremeſt Rigors and Seve- 


rities, but as xtreme Neceſſity; ka Laws,” eſpecially 


of a high Nature, were always ford from Wiſe and 
Good Governments, but never their Choice. But our Au- 
thor puts this out of the Caſe; For if he hopes no Body 


- 


will be ſo, weak as to be Apprehenſiye of Us, tis plain 


w 4 


time, turns us over . to the 17 1 | 
think on: "Tis not neceſſary / by his own Confeffion) 
that we ſhould be Deſtroy d, but we muſt be Deſtroy d 
however. If this be not „ Wbat is it to be Cruel for 


that he himſelf, is not [o weak ;. Ap Vet, at the lame 
11 


Cruelty's fake.? To ſubject us to the moſt rigorous Severi- 


ties, not only without abſolute Neceſſity, but for no end 
in the World; Neither God, nor Good Men, nor Good 
Laws, did ever Puniſh for the ſake of Puniſhment. And 
if there be no Neceſſity, tis mere Wantonneſs; and at 


length our. Author's diſtinguiſhing Kindneſs ends in this, 


that, like ſome. of the .primjtive Chriſtians, we muſt be ex⸗ 


- "nb n — 7 e f 97 = I 
He further tells us, T. e. we lid d under the Deſpotick 


o 


_ we” ſbould haue found before now, 


wand have had 4 time ſet, to comply: or depart the Kingdom, 
| we: would have. had no Benefit f the Law to, recover our 
Right, but have been oblig d to do every man Right, and bear 
every. Wrong.. Thele are indeed ſevere things in themſelves, 
and no doubt would be ſo in France or any where elle, 
But it ſeems they are the Very ſame that our Author hath 
provided for us here in England, We need not croſs the 
Seas, to ſave that labour, he” hath tranſplanted them into 
our own Soil; for all theſe frightful Cruelties expatiated 
on with ſo much Rhetorick, are but his own Terms — 0 
er ene eee, 


* 


* 
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„„ 
Words, and this is only a French Paraphraſe of his own 
12 Propoſal. The Nation will be blameleſs, if a Law 


' ſpall ever be promoted to exclude them abſolutely from either 


the Benefit, or Protection of the Government. That is in the 
French Dialect. We ſhould have no Benefit of the Law to 
recover our Right, but be oblig'd to do every man right, and 
bear every Wrong. And that is again in plain Engliſh: To 


be excluded abſolutely from either the Benefit, or Prote- 
ion of the Government. Now if this be the Cale, 


what is the difference between a. Deſpotick Government, 
and a Government founded upon Law? What is the 
difference between an Arbitrary and Cruel Adminiſtra- 
tion, and a mild and merciful One? If in each Go- 


vernment the Treatment of Perſons under their Power 


muſt be the very ſame to all Intents and Purpoſes? If 
Men in the ſame Circumſtances, and for the ſame Rea- 
{ans muſt equally be put ont of the Protection of the Law, 
. have no Right, and. bear all Wrong. In vain do we 
talk of ZEaglifp Liberties; if we muſt go to France for 


: Preſidents of Penalties ,. and. take Patterns for Imitation 
from the molt arbitrary Government in Chriſtendom. 1 


take it for granted that our Author's flouriſh, upon Lewis 
XIV. was never deſign d as a F on the good- 
neſs of his Government; but it is the Copy he hath ſet 


bimſelf, and he would have it exercis d upon us. This 
ſure is no inviting Chetacter to recommend his Propoſal 


to Engliſhmen; And the ſanguinary Methods, of 'Fraxc- are 
no ſych tempting Things to iovite our Nation to tran- 
? 2 54 from them. And he will have much to do to per- 
{wade them, tliat What is Savage and Barbarous in a Pa- 
piſt, ſo ſoon as it is tranſlated into Proteſtant hands, im- 
_ mediately.. commences. Mildneſs, Good Nature, and ex- 


F % i te 
Ihe Nature and Conſtitution of the Engliſh Govern- 


ee is. es A ee hers! e Foal For” 


furious 


Th 
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furious and arbitrary Will to ravage and depopulate at 
pleaſure, but the exerciſes of Authority are confin d with- 
in the Bounds of Law, and thoſe very mild. and merciful 
Laws tco, and, next to the Laws of God, there are none 
in the World more compaſſionate than our own ; They 
will not ſuffer a Butcher to be à Jurymar in Caſes of Life 
and Death, leſt his Trade in Blood ſhould harden his Con- 
ſtitution, wear out the Compaſſion of an Exeliſhmarn, and 
warp him towards Cryelty. But the Equity of them ne- 
ver appears more than in proportioning Puniſhments,” not 
only to the Nature and Quality of the Offence, but to 
the Condition; and Circumſtances of the Offender. This 
Chap, 14. is the expreſs Proviſion of Magna Charta. A Freeman [hall 
not be amercd for a ſmall Fault, but after the Juantity of 
the Fault, and for a great Fault after. the manner thereof, 
ſaving to him his Contenement or Freehold. And a Mer- 
chant, ſaving his Merchandize. And a Villain ſaving 20 
Mainage. A Peer ſhall be amerc d by his Peers, and after 
the quantity of his Treſpaſs. No man of the Church ſhall 
be amerc a after the rate of bis Spiritual Benefice, but after | 
his lay Tenement, and after the Quantity of his 2 
Here is Juſtice indeed, but exceedingly temper'd with * 
Mercy, and the Law in aſſigning Puniſhments hath” a 
double Aſpect, one upon the Quantity of the Offence, as 
never to exceed that, of what Abilities ſoever the Offen- 
ders are, the other on the State and Capacity of the Offen- 
der, to lower and ſink them to the proportion of his A- 
bilities. The Equity of this extends to all parallel Caſes : 
So that Predatory Puniſhments (in Caſes not Capital) 
that devour a Man and his Family, and which exceed ei- 
ther the nature of the Crime, or the meaſure of Men's 
Abilities, ſeem directly repugnant to the old Standards of 
Juſtice and the fundamental Rights of - Exg/iſhmen. Now 
upon this general View, We may eaſily eſtimate whether 
our Author's Propoſal, be ſuitable to the Methods of our 
* 9 
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Anceſtors,-and:to the Temper and Mildneſs of the Eg - 
lifþ Conſtitution: To be Excladed ABSOLUTELY from 
the Benefit and Protection of Lam, is but all Puniſh- 
ments in ſhort: A compendious Summary of all poſſible 
Severities, tis not only to be diveſted of all Property, 


but of Freemen to be made Slaves; and that not to one 


Lord, but to ever man in the Nation, to be obnoxious to 
all the Penalties the Law/ can inflict, and to all too that 


can be inflicted without Law, that is, tis as many ſeveral 
Penalties, as arbitrary Malice, or wanton Cruelty can 
invent. Tis Elia Lelia Criſpis, neither Treaſon, nor 
Murder, nor Felony, nor Miſdemeanor, nor Treſpaſs, but 
All. Neither Eine, nor Impriſonment, nor Confiſcation, 
nor Baniſhment, nor Premunire, nor Hanging, but All. 
And now is there any need to ask, whether: ſuch a Hydra 


of Miſeries [with a thouſand a Heads, and every Head as | 


many 'Stings] be an adequate and equal Puniſhment, 
for no actual Attempt againſt the Government or Laws, 


no Violation of any one Man's Rights? The Caſe ig que- 


ſtion is neither more, nor leſs than a pure and ſingle Ne- 
gative, the not taking the Oath. This is intirely to deſtroy 


the Billance of Juſtice, and there is no need of Scales, 


where every Offence is equally ponderous and comes up to 


the utmoſt Standard. The nature of Crimes is confound- 


ed, and there is no diſtinction between ſmall and great, 


(that is in point of Puniſhment, where eſpecially there is 


moſt need of Diſtinction) Omiſſions and Comqamiſſions 


are in the fame Predicament, and Juſtice is blind on the 


wrong fide, inſtead of having no reſpect to PERSONS, 
hath none to Cauſes; but with an undiſtinguiſhing and 


all alike: Upon this foot let every Engliſb Man hear the 
Equity of this Propoſal, That without any Compaſſionate ſavings, 
without any reg ard to the Weight, Quantity, Manner of the Of 
fence; Peers, Freemen, M. 1 Churchmen together with 
ee nenn N ping ee their 


— 


unrelenting hand, promiſcuouſly ſcatters Vengeance upon 


— — ——— 


(* 10) : | 
with their Peerage; Frreholds, Merchandize, Ectleſiaſtical, and 
Lay I enements muſt for ever for one poor Negative, be indiſ- 
criminately ſwept awny with De ſtructiom and expos d to the ut moſt 
Kigors, a Wat ion can inflitt, or Men can bur. 

If it be ſaid that this Negative, contains ſomething 
Poſitive, and implyes Malice and Enmity againſt the Go- 
vernment. IL anſwer, this is their Conſtruction, not ours; 

Why may it not N tenderneſs of Mind, and Con- 
ſcience towards God? Or why may it not imply a diſability 
to wind our ſelves out of our former Principles? Charity 
would think one of theſe. However the Law knows no 
Cenſtructive no more than it does Accumulative Treaſons, 
nor Puniſhes Men by Implications and Inferences, but from 
plain and evident matter of Fact. Tis hard that they will 
Judge of our Thoughts, but tis harder yet to faſten an Arbi- 
trary ſenſe of them, and then to Puniſh: that Senſe of their 
on Impoſing, which is to puniſh not our Thoughts, but 
their own, nay*tis to puniſh us for their Thoughts. Tis cer. 
tain no Man can know our Thoughts till e our ſelves Ma- 
nifeſt them by ſome Overt Acts, by which, and by which 
only the Law judges; for altho' the Heart is the Traytor, 
and ſo it is the Thief and the Murderer too, yet that which 
males the Treaſon, or Felony fall under the Cognizance 
of. Law, and become the Object of Humane juſtice, 
is when the Enmity within is declard by Over: Acts, that 
is, not every Act, but ſuch only as in the Eye of the Law, 
are fully, plainly and evidently declarative of it. Exor- 
bitant Stretches, eſpecially in Penal Caſes, have always 
been condemn d by Men of Equity and Temper, but ne- 


— 


by 


ver more than in this Reign; which (We are told) is a 


Reign of Liberty, founded upon the Peoples Rights, 
and that now their Liberties, are not only preſervd intire 
to them, but much enlarg'd ; and an Exgliſman who was 
always free, is now freer than ever before. And certainly 
Freedom and fundamental Rights, are not ambulatory and 
moveable, to ſerve only to make Complaints with * 

en 


Ka 15 ) 
Men are out of Power, or hardly uſed themſelves, 'but are 
fix d and rivited in the Conſtitution, and from thence. - 
(like Vital Spirits) are diſpets d to all parts and Branches 
of the Body Politick. And if there be ſuch a thing as 
Liberty, tis certainly general and common to all, and 
not enclos d by any Body, or Party of Men whatſoever. 

Without looking into the Conduct of other Nations in 
ſuch Caſes, We have in our on Examples perhaps of 
es many Revolutions, as any other Kingdom in the whole 
World. Since the Conqueſt (where our Hiſtories run 
the cleareſt) We have had many inſtances of the Great 
Turns of State; of the Rile and Fall of ſeveral Parties and - 
' Intereſts ; And particularly in the days of King Stephen, 
Edward 2. the Two-Richards, the long and bloody Con- 
teſts, between the two Houſes of Torkand Lancaſter, and 
in the days of K. Charles iſt. And indeed it muſt be 
confeſs'd, that upon the r for the Go- 
vernment, under differing Claims a 


[ 


Engliſh Blood hath been ſpilt, many Brave and Gallant + 
Men deftroy'd, many Noble and Honoutable Families for - 
ever extinguiſh'd. But if this be narrowly look d into, it 
will appear in all the reſpective Times, That this was 
moſtly in the Field, Flagrante Bello, and in the Heat of Blood; 
And I think I may truly ſay, oz and peculiarly with re- 
ſpe& to it. For ſo ſoon as the Sword of War wasTheath- - 
ed, whatever Party had the better, thoſe few Attainders - 
that were made afterwards deliberately and by Law, 
were only of Military Men, who aCtually fought with, 
and oppos d with their Lives and Fortunes the Claims 
and Pretences of the Prevailing Party, and not the thou- - 
ſandth part of them neither, and much leſs of any others: 
And of this, beſides ſeveral others, We have a mighty In- 
ſtance in the Reign of Henry 4th. which was a Reign of 
Pardons, and particularly the Generous Pardon he gave to 
Biſhop Merks, after his Tryal and Condemnation * = : 


Pretences, much 


06420 


014d: Baily, who had fo openly and freely oppos d him, * 


his Claim in Parliament. And I believe there i is not one 


ſingle Inſtance ia all our. Hiſtories, under all the various 
Concuſſions of State, tha ü the Storms of the reſpective Re- 
volutions ever fell upog one ſiagle Min, who had not beet 
in Arms, however he might, in Opinion and judgment 
be thoug| it a Favourer of the other ſide. And even chele 
Severitics, were thought by FHenty the 7th and his Parlia- 
ment, ſo harſh and cruel, ſo contrary to Reaſon and Hu- 
manity, 4g4inft all Laws, Reaſon aud good Conſcience, as the 
AQ expreſſes it, That they did all that Men and Law 
could do, to put a final End to it, That ſuch, Proceedings 
and Practiſes might never more be ſeen in the Exeliſh 
Nation. This is that famous Statute (11 Hen. 7: Ge 1.) 
which exprelly provides; That from henceforth no manner 
of Perſon or Perſons. "that attend (the King for the time 
being in his Wars, or ac by Commiſſion from Him) be 
in na wiſe Conviſt or Attaiat of High Treaſon, ne of other 
Offences for that Calſe by At of Parliament, or by, any Pro- 
ceſs of Law, whereby any f them ſpall forfeit Life ; Lords 
Tenements, Rents, Poſſeſſions, fn ereditaments, ( 0, 6 
tals, or any other Hi but be utterly diſcharg d of any V. wo 


ation, Trouble or Loſs. And if any Act or Aids, or other 


Proceſs of Law hereafter happen to be made contrary to this 
Ordinance, that then that Aﬀ or Adds, or other Proceſs of 
Law whatſoever ſtand and be utterly void. This is certain- 
ly the utmoſt Proviſion of Law, and *cis impoſſible that 
any ſtronger can be made by Men. And whatever other 


Conſtruction may be made of this Statute, tis evident that 


hereby all violent Exceſſes of Revolutions are not only re- 
ſtrain d, but perfectly taken away, that however it may 
happen in the Field and in the Heat of War, yet that no 
after Ravages ſhould be comnitted, and Men ſhould not 
be deſtroy d by Law, Who had eſcaped the Sword. I need 
not reflec how ſuitable this Law is to the mutable Eſtate 
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of Mankind, and the Viciſſitudes that conſtantly accom- 


pany all Humane Affairs; And that the contrary Practiſe in 
the foregoing Revolutions, was nothing elſe but a Seed- 
plot of Deſtruction, making Sorrowful' Precedents of Re- 
venge, which, upon every turn of State, vras fure to be fol. 
low 4 Home, and retalliated with Intereſt. But, it is very 
remarkable, that when K. Henry was the Regnant Power, 
and in Poſſeſſion of the Laws, inſtead of ſharpning the Edge 


of the Laws in being, or contriving new ones to Impeach, or 


Detect his Adverſaries, he ſhould take the firect contrary 
Courſe, and provide by the. ſtrongeſt Law he could make, 
that none of his'own Followers, and Adherents ſhou'd be 
Impeach'd, or ſuffer by any Courſe of Law, for aſſiſting him: 


And, the Circumſtance of Time makes this yet more Re- 


markable. When the Dutcheſs of Burgundy Can Implaca- 
ble Enemy to him, and his Family) was from Abroad, 
ſetting on foot all poſſible ways to difturb his Peace; 
when there were Spurious and Suppoſititious Titles ſetup 


againſt him, and, when he knew the Favourers of the 


other Houſe at Home were neither few, nor Inconſide- 
rable, in this very Juncture, and in the flagrancy of Per- 
kin Warbeck's Pretenſions, and Motions, inſtead of ſend- 
ing a Scrutiny throughout the Land, inſtead" of framing 


Teſts to diſcover Mens Intentions, and try how they 


ſtood affected; he takes eſpecial Care to put an Evers 


laſting Period to the Bloody Methods: of former Revolu- 
tions, and that his Followers might be Indemnified from 


all Attainders, Convictions, or Forfeitures for adhering 
to him, and Serving him in his Wars. This Wiſe King, 


— 


fand a Wiſer perhaps never {at on the Engliſb Throne) 
no doubt, did what he eſteem'd beſt for his. own Security, 
and he thought this Method tended more to his Eſta- 
bliſhment, {than all the Sanguinary Proceedings, and In- 
quiſitions in the World. And, his Wiſdom did not fail 


him in this, no more than it had done in other great 
| | Inſtances - 
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Inſtances, for, hereby he became an eaſy Maſter of his 
Enemies, Reign'd. gloriouſly himſelf, and tranſmitted a 
clear and unconteſted Crown to his Poſterity, and wWwho 
reigun d for the moſt part in Peace, and without any conſi- 

derable Interruption for five Generations, till in the Rei 
of the Sixth there aroſe a Sort of Men, -whom neither this 
Law, nor the Law of God, nor all Obligations Divine 
and Humane could hold from laying violent hands on, not 
only the Followers and Adherents, but the ſacred Perſon 
of the King Himſelf...  —» | 


- 
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And this is the next Period of Revolutions in this Na- 
tion, and which indeed was of a Dire Complexion, more 

Tragick and ghaſtly than any that went before, and yet 
more mild and merciful, than our Author's kind Propoſal. 
The Reign of the Covenant was Fierce and Cruel, turn'd 
cout all: that wou'd, not {wallow: it; but then there it left | 
them, its Rage was ſatisfy d. with their! Places and Prefer- * 
ments, without further Purſuit of their Perſons, An 
Eng liſmaa ache be a Non. Coveuanter, and yet an En- 
? — * Fill, the Laws, were as open, all other Priviledges 

a8. free to him, as to the moſt Zealous Covenanters; And 

ſo ſoon as he was thruſt out of his Office, he knew and 

felt the worſt of it. And altho the Military Executions 
were very bloody and Cruel, altho the Violences upon 
particular Men were very Inhumane and Bruitiſh, altho 

the Compoſitions for Wende ſtile of Loyalty) 
were very exorbitant, yet all this notwithſtanding there 
is nothing during that whole Interval of Perfidy and Trea: 
fan, of Fury and Violence, that can match the Dimenſions 

of our Author. For even in the heat of War their Se- 
queſtrations had Savings, and there was a Reſervation off 
A fiſth Part of the Eſtate, for the Maintenance of the Wife 
and Children; And aſterwards when they became Maſters 

of the Field, and of the whole Kingdom, they forc'd the 
Royaliſts, who had bore Arms againſt them to hard Com- 


poſitions, 


I 
poſitions; and at length diſabled them from holding any 
Office of Truſt, and from giving their Voices for Election 
of any Perſon into ſuch Office, which, tho? very hard and 
unequal, tho it was a very Tntemperate and Unchriſtian 
uſe of their Proſperity, was notwithſtanding far more 
moderate than the Treatment our Author preſcribes, for 
when they had paſs d their Compoſitions, the. Remaino- 
der of their Eſtates, and themſelves were free, and a dil- 
> ability to bear Office or chuſe Officers, did - not diſable | 
; them from any other Benefit or Protection of the Law, 1 
but bating theſe particular Exceptions and Limitations, al! 
other Advantages of the Law were left open and intire to 
* them. This was the Caſe during the whole Reign of the 
a Covenant and Directory, Theſe Men had forc'd them- 
{elves into the Poſſeſſion of the Laws, and the incire Power | 
| of the Nation; they had their Adverſaties in their hands, 
and intirely at their Diſpoſal, they knew their Sentiments 
* and Opinions, their ſteddy and immoveable Loyalty, had 
| felt the Force of their Arms in that Cauſe. Let in theſe 
_ _ Circumſtances theſe Men (not the moſt merciful in the 
225 World) thought ſomething elſe became them than to an- 
nihilate their Adverſaries; and root out their Name and 
Memory from the face of the Land. The Conclu- 
ſion from hence is, That if their Mercies were cruel ( as 
indeed they were) yet in compariſon of our Author's, 
they are Mercies indeed, and muſt be ſo accounted. =. 
Ti true, when they had arriv'd to the higheſt pitch 
of Villany, when they had murder'd 'the King, and har- 
dend themſelves with Royal Blood, then, and not till 
then, they came up to the ſize of our Author; for then 
an Engagement was fram d, with our Author's own Penal- 
ty upon the refuſal to ſubſeribe it, and tis probable he 
tranſcrib'd it from thence; for there is no other Inſtance. 
of any ſuch Proceeding, or any thing like it, through< 
out the whole Exgliſb Hiſtory, But 2 ſure is no 9 | 
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Precedent ; the unparallelld Impiety of that Act, will 
ſurely e eee on the Perſons and Exam- 
ple of the Actors; and let it for ever be remember d, 
that the Authors of the Engagement, and of the Act for 
the Tryal and Murder of X. Charles the Firſt, were the 
ſame Perſons; and then let every Exgliſhman try his Con- 
ſtitution, whether it be fit to write after the Copy of the 
moſt Bloody and Barbarous Sett of Men that ever yet 
appeard on the Exgliſh Stage. And yet even this will ad- 
mit of Mitigation and Abatement ; For how terrible and 
levere ſoever it was in the Enacting, yet the Execution, 
either never at all; or very rarely came up to it. The 
Presbyterians cry'd loudly againſt it, both wrote and 
3 each d againſt it, with all the Earneſtneſs and Violence 
: — they were able, and doom'd the Subſcribers to the Pit of 
428, Hell; and yet as far as ever I could find, not one of them 
( Hor: perhaps any other) ever ſmarted under the Penalty 

Ga: ä | ff 

However, upon the next Turn, when Oliver got the 
Reins in his hands, he totally aboliſh'd the Exgagemert, with 

all its hideous Train of Diſabilities and Incapacities, and re- 
ſtor'd the Courſe of the Law indifferently to all Men; And 

Stob. the Preamble of this Ordinaance is remarkable; Whereas ma- 

Collett. y General and Promiſſory Oaths and Engagements in 4 

257 PE mer Times impos d aon the People of this Nation, have 

5 ov'd Burthens and Snares to tender Conſciences, and yet 

have been enatted, under ſeveral Penalties, Forfeitures and 

Loſſes ; apon Conſideration whereof, and out 15 4 Tenderneſs 

of requiring ſuch Obligations, &c. And this he prov'd 

true to all his time, and this Ordinance was confirm'd 3 

Years alter by his Parliament. He knew the. Perſons and 

Tempers of the Royal Party as well, perhaps better than 

any man in the Nation; He knew their Principles, and 

Vertues, their ſteddy and unalterable Loyalty; He knew 

further they were irreconcilable Enemies to him and his 

| | . Govern- 
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Government; and yet notwithſtanding during his whole 
time, there were no Inſnaring Oaths, nor hampering Tefts 
generally impos d. And if this was done out of Tender 
neſs, as he pretended, it had ſo far a Shew of Piety, as 
not to be inſtrumental to the prophaning and diſhonour- 
ing the Name of God, by dreadful Menaces and Terrors 
to compel Men to forſwear themſelves; however, let it 
be for what End it would; let it be Magnanimity, Gene- 


roſity, Policy, or any thing elſe, it was certainly better 
for them, and probably for himſelf too, that when he 
had them in his Power, he did not provoke them for 
the ſaving their Carcaſſes to damn their Souls by Perju- 
ry and Hypocriſie; nor yet to make their Refuſal an in- 


humane Opportunity to revenge or enrich himſelf: He 
knew, as Well as any man, how 40 dive into their moſt 
ſecret Contrivances and Councils, but his Methods for 


this were not by ſetting on foot, (nay he perfectly laid 
aſide) a State Engine to rip up Men's Conſcignces, and male 


their inmoſt Thoughts the Objects of Puniſhmgnt. Fhe Act 


that was fram'd for the Security of his Perſap, and at 7 


that very time, when there were actual Endeayours both 


at home and abi oad to unſettle him, as*both the Hiſtories 


of theſe Times, and the Preamble of the Act it ſelf ex- 
preſſeth it as. well in foreign Parts beyond the Seas, as al- 
ſo within this Nation; Yet the Security that he and his 
Parliament provided, was only _ againft actual At- 
tempts and Overt Acts; Shall attempt, compaſs; or imagine 
the Death; and ſuch Attempting, Conpaſſing, or Imagining, 


ſhall declare by open Deed, or ſpall levy War, or Plot, Con- 


trive, or Endeavour to ſtir ap, and ſhall by open Deel 

delare ſuch Endexvaur. This was all the Security he hjad, 

and (as far as appears) all that he requir'd, and the reſt 

he left to his own Vigilance and Cire ; He knew by E 

perience, that forc'd Oaths were no Support of any Go- 

vernment in the world, it might _— —— 
a 2 ut 
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but would prove no Security. to him; Men's Fidelity ariſes 
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But there is one thing in his Reiga, "Tot 
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ment, and no A 


from the Senſe of their Duty, and where that is, an Oath 


is needleſs; where that is not, the Oath will always be 


eſleem dd raſh or ſinful, and conſequently, not obligatory, 
it may involve them in guilt, but can never bind them. 


And therefore he quitted this Method either as fruitleſs or 
noxious; there were no ſuch things generally impos d on 
the Nation during his Government, and as far as I can 


find all the Pubick Oaths were His to the Commonwealth, 


and the Members of his Parliament to him: and conſe- 


quently that no man ſuffer d as à Won. Juror in his time 


and I may add none out of m Diſaffection or Enmity 


to him, but only for actual attempting -againſt. him; He 


kept up indeed their -Dilability for Places. of Truſt, but 


for other Advantages G Law, they, were fragyto.all, and. 
no man excluded -] 
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ought, 
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. : - 7 . e Not. 
to omit, which looks like Compaſſion and good Nature, 


- 


but from 


Toleration for them, a$She/ha Rs to a other Pro- 
teſtants, of all Denominatiops. - And in purſuance of this, 
he makes an Act to eject: them from them Livings; and 
to be ſute to have it done effect ually, a Sett of Commil- 
Scob. Col. ſioners are appointed in every County, and impower d to 


des- diſplace them; But then the Ack contains this Proviſo, 


That in Caſe ihe Minifter ſo diſplac d, hath no other Tem- 
poral Eſtate ſufficient to maintain his Wife and Children; 
then the ſaid - Commiſſioners ſhall allow unto the Wife and 


Children of ſuch Miniſter, ſo ejected, for their Maintenance, 


chat” Root ſoeyer it Iprang, it deſerves to de 
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2 Proportion not exceeding the fifth Part of the Profits of ſuch 


Beneflce, and which the Commiſſioners are authoriz'd_to Cauſe 


10 be paid; and in default from time to time to ſequeſter 


the Profits for the Payment thereof, and all Charges in 
and about the ſame, during the Life of the ejetted Miniſter. 


And this was not a ſudden Tranſport of good Nature, 


no ſuch haſty Blaſt of Favour as immediately to cool, but 
a ſ{ettPd Reſolution; For two Years after, this Ordi- 
nance was not only confirm'd by his Parliament; but a new 
Act was made, and which ſeems to be ſomewhat more 
advantageous to the depriv'd, viz. If the ejected Mini- 
fer have not of real Eſtate 3ol. per Annum, or 500 J. 


of Perſonal Eſtate, then he is to be allow'd a Fifth 


Part during Life. So that it ſeems the Doctrine of Abſo- 


ute Exclaſon was à little too rigid for the hard Heart of 
Cromwell Himſelf; 


He mortally hated the Loyal and Ortho- 


* dor Clergy ; he knew they never did, never could own 


* 
" 


* 


mim; and he depr ivd them indeed and turn d them out, but 
then not only left them the Protection of the Law, but pro- 
vuled'out of their Benefices a Proportion for theipSubliftence.. . 
J 0o cloſe up this, I crave leave to add a pertinent Sto- 
ry. When Bradſbay fat Judge at Cheſter, tliere came be- 
fore him a Cauſe of Meum and Trum, between a Creas... 
ture of the Government and a Royaliſt 3. a . mercenary. 


Lawyer, thinking to prejudice the Royaliſt's Cauſe, : be- 
gins to fall foul upon his . Perſon, to repreſent him as a 
Delinquent and Malignant, an Enemy to the State and 
preſent Government, and one who had been in Arms for. 
the late King. But Bradſþaw. ſoon ſtopt his Mouth, and. 

upon that made a ſolemn Speech to the Auditory, import- 
ing how indecent it was to fall upon the Afflicted, how 
harſh and unſeaſonable to revive. and bring into Men's. 


Minds the Miſeries of the late Troubles; That the Caſe 
before him was not Matter of State, but private Proper- 


ty; that he ſat there not to judge of Men's Perſons, or 
2727 5 | private 


( 20, ) | 
% 


private Opinions, but Cauſes; and that for his part, e 
would endeavour to his Power to adminiſter Juſtice e- 
qually and indifferently to all Perſons. This I had from 
one of the. Auditors: And if our Author pleaſe, - let him 
review his kind Propoſal, and. ſee how he likes it, when 
it falls ſo far ſhort of the Temper of the moſt inſolent and 
bloody Regicide, that ever this, or perhaps any other 
Tw A. 4 * 
© Upon this ſhort View, of the Revolutions in our own 


Nation, tis eaſie to fee how much ſome Men are miſta- 


ken in their Politicks, as well as Humanity, when they 
are ſo frequently crying ont, If you do not own the 
Government, you ought to have no Protection; if you 
do not Swear, you are Inexcuſable, and ought to be ab- 
ſolutely Excluded from the Benefit of the Law; if ſome. 
en had the handling of Thunder, the, World would, 
uickly be made thianer ; but, Governours, às they are in 


— 


9 | 

gh Poſts, ſo they are high in Wiſdom, and manage their 
Affairs, not by Paſſion, and little Sentiments, but by. 
exact Meaſures, they know, that Lenity and Forbearances. 
tend more to their Eſtabliſhment, than Rigid, and Au- 


- o 


ſtere Methods; and this, as tis always true, ſo it hath 


moreover an addition of Juſtice, with re{pe& to Revo». 


lutions, in Hurricanes, and Tempeſts of State; tis Impol- 
ſible that all Mens Minds ſhou d be ſettled, and tis Im- 
practicable to attempt it. Governours have the Temptations 


of Honour and Profit of their Side, and, if that will not 


do, to be ſure Force will not, which never yet gain'd any 
Man's Aſſent, tho' poſſibly, it may an outward, and Hy- 
pocritical Compliance; and, if the Government hath not 

a Man's Conſcience, he hath not the Man, let him Swear 

never ſo much; and, if he be driven to it by Terror, and 
Compulſion, he is but ſo. much the more imbitter'd, and 
more Enabled too to act with Prejudice, And, ſo long as 


there are different Sentiments in a Nation, tis certainly 


better 
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better for any Government, to have them ſtand diſtin- Rl 
guiſh d, for then they are known, may be eaſily watch'd, | 
and their Attempts Gf any ſuch ſhould be) as eaſily fru- 
ſtrated ; but, if they are forc'd to Incorporate. into the 
Multitude, and made capable of the Advantages of the 
Goverament, they are thereby only made capable of doing 
more harm, if they are diſpos d to it, and that even by 
an Authority, and Intereſt, derivd from the Government 
it ſelf, Upon theſe, or perhaps better Reaſons, the fore- 
going Revolutions ever declind the drawing Men by Vio- 
lence, and Racking them into Compliance; and, the 
Good, and the Bad, the Gentle, and the Tyrannous, have 
thought it hitherto enough for their Security, to hedge 
in their Perſons by the Fences of Law, againſt all At- 
tempts, and to fill all Places of Power and Truſt, with 
their own Adherents, and, for the reſt, to leave them 
at quiet if they would, or to be otherwiſe at their Peril; 
and, this middle way, as tis moſt agreeable to Reaſon, 
Humanity, and Intereſt of State, ſo it hath been veri. 
fied in Fact, for, tis the Path, that I believe, all Revo- 
lutions have walk'd in, to be ſure all our own, except 
one ſingle Inſtance, which, as it was never put in Exe- 
cution, ſo it is an Example of Men fo prodigiouſly Lewd, 
and Scandalous, ſo abominably, and above meaſure Impi- - 
ous, that'tis a Horrour to think of them, and much more 
to Imitate them: And the Tyrannies of Nero, or Helio- 
gabalus, are more Imitable, and fit for Example. 
And yet, after all, we humbly canceive, that our Caſe - 
is more favourable than any that went before, in ſeve⸗ 
ral Reſpects. ne Ft atk 
There is this confiderable difference between this, and 
former Revolutions, That as all former Revolutions were 
acquir d by the Sword, and paſſages thro Blood, and that 
not only of their Adverſaries, but their Friends, ſo the a, 
Slaughter of their. own Party rankled in the _— —_ 3 | 
| 2 Victors = 
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Victors, and begot Heart: Burning, and Revenge; but in 
our Caſe, the Aſcent to the Throne was caſte and ſafe, 
without Bloodſhed, without Oppoſition, and conſequently: 
without any provoking occaſion to Exaſperate, and In- 
flame the Pa ons, here was no room for Repriſals, none 
for attoning, and pacifying the Ghoſts of the Slain. 
When K. Edward the Fourth came to York, he ſaw the 
Head of his Father, and of others, his Friends, yet re- 


maining upon the Walls, and this did ſo incenſe him, that 


he forthwith caus'd his Priſoners, the Earl of Devonſhire, 
and three others, to be Beheaded, and their Heads pla- 
ced in the room of the others, of which Action, Ha- 
bing ton, p 19. the Author of his Life) makes this ſevere, but 
juſt Reflection. Az action too much ſavouring of the An- 
cient Heathen, the Souls of Chriſtians no way requirin 
their Murthers to be reveng d, or their Injuries appeas d with 
ſuch an Offering. . the 2 


The Principles of the Reſpective Parties concern d, ei · 


tber in high Poſts of Legiſlation, or otherwiſe under the 


Government, ſeem to plead for us, and to be Advocates 
for Mitigation and Forbearance. And if they pleaſe to 
conſider them in their juſt - conſequences, . We preſume 
they will find them moving in our Favour. | | 

There are two general Parties in the Nation, how- 


ever ſubdivided; the 9 and the Church. Party, 
The Diſſenters for a whole Age, and more, have been 


loudly inveighing againſt Perſecuting tender Conſciences; 


and by Conſcience, we preſume, they do not mean on- 


ly their own, but other Men's alſo, when it is truly Con. 


ſcience, and not pretended, nor that this was x Tempo- 


rary Doctrine, calculated for Seaſons and Opportunities, 

and fit only to be taught their Governours, when they 

themſelves were in a ſtate of Suffering, but conſtant and 

permanent, as fit for them to learn, when they are in 

Power, as when they were under the Power of * j 
| — n 
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And this can only evidence the Sincerity of their Pre- 
tenſions, and ſhew that it was not Clamor, but their true 
Judgment, when they ſhall be as ready to exerciſe it to- 
wards others when it is in their hands, as when it was 
not to demand it for themſelves. Further yet by Con- 
{cience, We preſume they do not mean only a e _— 
form'd ' Conſcience, for there is no doubt that Right 
ought not to be Perſecuted, but ſuch a Perſwaſton of 

Mind, which muſt ultimarely guide a Man whether he be 
in the right or wrong. That is, when a Man uſes all 
honeſt Endeavours, and his beſt Skill rightly to inform 
himſelf; and if after this he . to be in an Error, tis 
rather to be pitied than puniſhd. Laſtly, by Conſcience 
being perſecuted, neither they nor we mean, the Puniſh- 
ment of outward Acts and Attempts, and violations of 
Law; but ſuch a Perſwaſion, altho' differing from the 


| Sentiments of Superiors, as is withal peaceable and quiet, 


offends no man, diſturbs no man. Upon theſe Limitations 
We think, We may reaſonably deſire from them the Bene- 
fit of their own Principle, and We muſt confeſs that in 
their private Capacities, We have met with fair and mo- 
deratg, Treatment from them; Nor can I think that this 
Excluding Projet# came out of their Quiver. And this is 
yet further inforc'd, if they conſider that there are two 
Caſes, in which their Sufferings in ſome meaſure run pa- 
rallel with our own, that is, the Renouncing the Covenant 
and the Sacramental Teſt, the one determin'd,/ the other 
yet in being; in both thele Caſes they heretofore 
did, and yet do think themſelves hardly us d, their natur- 
al, and Native Rights violated, and yet the utmoſt Seve- 
rity of both theſe, were only Excluſions from Offices and 
Places of Truſt, which we ſuffer already, and are con- 

tented to ſuffer. We defire no Places of Profit and Pre- 
ferment, till we comply to the utmoſt; In the mean 
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time, if the Terms of Refuſal are eſteem'd ſuch a Hard- 
hip upon themſelves, becauſe. they cannot in Conſcience 


comply with them; our declining the Oath for-t' e very 


ſame Reaſon will be no laducement to them, acting con- 


ſiſtently with their own Sen: iments, to give their help- 
ing Hand. to lay far heavier Impoſitions upon Us. 

In the next place the Church Party, We humbly con- 
ceive, have yet more Reaſon for Moderation and Tem- 
per; It is not ſo long ſince, as either they or We can 
forget, that We were One Body, mutually agreeing in, 


- mutually ſuffering for the ſame Cauſe, and (as far as we 


know) upon the fame Principles. And if they pleaſe to 
caſt their Thoughts backwards, and review. our Behavi- 
our while we walk'd with them; We believe they will find 
no Reaſon: to ſuſpect our Sincerity, nothing to pro- 
voke their Hatred or ill Wil, and much leſs a ſevere 
and hard Treatment. But this is a String we muſt not 
touch upon, and Modeſty bids us forbear; however, as. 
We have always hitherto, ſo We yet crave leave to 
inſiſt upon (and We deſire to do it without Provocation 

or Reflection) That the Principles upon which we ſuffer, 
were their own, as well as ours; And if they are fo ſtill, 

for them or any of them to be inſtrumental in laying 
on our Afflictions, is to prey upon their own Principles; 
ic favours too much of the Cannibal, and is devouring, 

their oẽn Kind; and to ſee Paſive Obedience crucify ing 
Paſſive Obedience, is the moſt unnatural thing in the, 


World, and which can be parallel|d by no other Party 
or Perſwaſion beſides. And whenſoever they concur or 


give their Vote for our Miſeries, in. Religious and Mo- 


ral Conftruftion, they lay violent hands on themſelves, 
and commit. Outrage in our Perſons, on their own Sen- 
timents, and Thoughts of their Hearts. If it be ſaid 
here, that We lay theſe Principles on too narrow a 


bottom, 


1 


bottom, and we ought to have underſtood them in their 


juſt Latitude. We anſwer: Be it ſo; why then, the 


Conſequence is, That the ſame Principle ſtreighrned and 


contracted, confines the Behaviour within narrower Li- 


mits, when the ſame open'd and enlargd, gives greater 


Liberty in Practice. But 'tis a ſtrange Latitude indeed, 
and gives a monſtrous Turn to it, which impowers it 


to Ceſtroy and deyour the ſame, though freighter ; *Tis 
certainly the fame Principle, however modity'd, and if 


by vertue of a new Modification it can contract ſuch 


terrible Qualities, the mildeſt Principle in Religion may 


{oon be modify'd into the moſt Savage and Bruitiſh ; 


tis but tacking a Latitude to it, and then it may do 


any thing in the world. However, Jet the Foundation 
be what it will, We have laid it no narrower than they 
have done themſelves, our Principles are ia their Laws, 


4 Books; and Sermons litterally and expreſly, without any 


ſuch Latitude, or Caution; and if We have ſwallow'd 
them implicitly, or with due and reaſonable Care, have 


examin d and entertain'd them, ſome ſhare certainly of 
the Miſtake (if ſuch it be) is owing to them, and they, 


in ſome degree, are reſponſible for the natural Conle- 
quences of their own: DoCtrines and Inſtructions; And 
"tis a hard way of paying of Debts, and attoning for the 
Inconveniences into which they bave lead us, by aſ- 
ſaulting us with Vengeance, and helping forward our De- 
ſtruction. If it be yet further ſaid, that they have quit - 


ted rheſe Principles upon good and ſubſtaatial Reaſons, 
let that be granted too, then that is in the nature of 
Repentance; And the natural and proper Effect is to 
roduce Compunction and Grief, for having been miſ- 


cad themſelves, and for having been inſtrumental to ſe- 


duce otliers; but it operates the wrong way, it inſtead 
of begetting Sorrow in our it ſerves only to heap 
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up Sorrow on the Heads of others. This is indeed an 
Act of Revenge, but the Object is miſtaken; For in 
fuch Cafes, the Object of Revenge is a Man's own ſelf, 
and there it ought to terminate, and not on his Bro- 
ther, tho he be miſtaken, tis a mere Secular Device 
and Artifice, and hath nothing at all of Religion, when 
Men think to evidence the Sincerity of their Change 
by falling foul on the Principles or Party they have 
quitted; they may give their Reaſons with the beſt Ad- 
vantage they can, but ſure tis fit, that at the ſame 
time they with; hold their Hands, for of all things Force 
and Violence are moſt undecent and unbecoming Qua- 
lities in a Convert. And look throughout the World, 
from the Days of Cain until now, and you will certain 
ly find, That Renegado's and Apoſtates only, have 
been the Perſecutors of their former Brethren, and that 
tis only a Conſciouſneſs of forſaking the Truth that ſours 
their Tempers, and degenerates into Fury. For a Re. 
covery from Error upon honeſt and full Conviction is 
quite another thing, it always leaves upon the Soul a 
ſtrong Impreſſion of its own Infirmity, the Experience 
of their own Errors, joyn'd with the Ingenuity of own- 
ing and forſaking them, inſpires them with Thoughts 
ſuitable, and begets Candor and Mildneſs towards the 
Errors of others, with a more particular Tenderneſs to 
the Caſe we have been involv'd in our ſelves; And. 
whatever Arguments for Compaſſion may be drawn 
from the lapſable Eſtate of Mankind, they are tenfold 
more Cogent and Weighty, if the Fore were once. 
our own ; If we our ſelves have been overtaken in the 
ſame Caſe, and in. the fame Inftances. So that upon 
the whole, turn it which way you will, Let the Party 
of the Church either believe the ſame Principles that we 
do, or let them hold them in a. differing Latitude; or 
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let them perfectly forſake them (which three Diviſions 
we believe include at leaſt nine Parts in ten) in all re: 
ſpects, and with reference to all the Diviſions, the thing 
we are Pleading againſt, is equally repugnant, and incon- 
ſiſtent, as unaccountably Harſh, and Severe. 

We have a Mighty Inſtance in our own Nation, to 
Illuſtrate this whole matter. In the days of Queen Mary, . 
we ſee the falſe Principles of the Roman Church, join d 
with the Apoſtacy of thoſe who complied in the former 
Reign, ſpread themſelves all over the Nation, in Martyr- 


doms, and Executions, in all the Bloody, and Violent : 


Methods that Rage and Malice could Invent, or Exe - 
cute. From whence it hath been well obſery'd, That 
that is a ſtrange Religion which diveſts Men of Huma- 
nity, which, inſtead of ſmoothing the Aſperities of Hu- 
mane Nature, Enhances, and Inflames them, and makes 
them ten times more Fierce and Cruel by Religion, than 
they were by Nature. But, fo ſoon as the Reformation re- 
cover'd again under Queen Elizabeth, the Spirit of Mild- 
neſs, and Mercy reviv'd with it. Fire and Faggot 
were at an End, and the Triumphs of Truth were 
ſeen not in Slaughters and Bloody Victims, but in Li- 
ving objects of Mercy. The Queen her ſelf had been ve- 
ry ill uſed, and withal, in great danger of her Life; 
the Provocations in general had been very high, and 
Exaſperating to Fleſh and Blood, the Wounds many 
and deep, and withal, freſh and Bleeding; and, yet be- 
hold the mighty Power of Truth, and true Principles, 
which, inſtead of purſuing Revenge Abroad, ſubdued the 
Tyranny of it within, and tied up the Hands of Power 
from retributing the like meaſure on themſelves. The 
Reformation indeed, went on with Refolution and Cou- 
rage, but it was with great Piety too, as the Caſe 
was Religion, ſo it was Intire, and Uniform in al 1 
1 | Parts; 
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Parts; Faith had not yet devour'd Good Works; 265) 
had not eaten up Charity; the Name Proteſtant in thoſe 
Days, meant the Thing, a mild, and merciful Religion 
and which inſpir'd all its Votaries and Proſelytes with the 
ſame qualities. It is true, Non. Compliers were diſabled 
from holding any Offices, and the Clergy were actually 
depriv'd for refuſing. the Oath of Supremacy ; but, their 
we oe wm: were. ſo Temper d with Compaſſion, 
and Kindneſs, that they became not only Tolerable, but 
Penſiones Very Eaſie. In the High Commiſſion, the Commiſſioners 
leginimas are expreſly Impower d to aſſi zn fir, and Competent Penſi- 
congru#® 04; to thole who were put out, and of which, the Hi- 
be boden. ſtorian faith, The Prudence of reſerving Penſions for ſuch 


tes ceden- 

nbi vel Prieſts as were turn d out, was much applauded. And, if 
iber that was all, Prudence is a Vertue both Laudable, and 
Hag. of imitable; But much more where Piety is joynd with. 
Rlorm- Prudence, and the grounds of ſuch mild Proceedings are 
> © Religious, as well as Prudential. Thus upon the iadul- 
gent Treatment of the Depriv'd Biſhops, viz. That Heath 
Archbiſhop of York; lived ſecurely at his own. Houſe in 
Surrey, and was viſited by the Queen. That Tonſtal and 
Thirleby liv'd in Lambeth , with Parker, (the New Arch- 
Biſhop) with great Freedom and Eaſe. That even Bon- 
ner himſelf (the bloodieſt of them all) was ſuffer'd to be 
in ſafety, and Skreen'd from the Fury of the Enragd Mul. 
titude. The ſame Hiſtorian makes this Reflexion : 4, 
the Queen was of her own Nature merciful, ſo the Reformed 
Divines had learned in the Goſpel not to render evil for evil, 
nor to ſeek Revenge. And as Nazianzen had of old ex- 

horted the Orthodox, when they had got an Emperor that 
favour d them, not to retaliate on the Arians their former 
Cruelties, ſo they thought it was for the Honour of their 
Religion, to give this real Demonſtration of the Conformi- 
ty of their Doctrine to the Rules of the Goſpel, and a the 
rimi- 
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Primitive Church, by avoiding all Cruelty. and Severity, : 
when it look d like Revenge. Now if theſe: were good 
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Doctrines then, they are certainly . ſo ſtill, and come if 


home to our Circumſtances with all poſſible Advantage, 
there is indeed a great Diſparity between the two Cales, 
but every branch of the Diſparity turns in our favour, and 
concludes in all reſpeQs more ſtrongly for us. We need not 
purſue the Compariſon, a Man that Runs may Read it, both 
with Reſpect to them, and to our ſelves. This Author is 
now in a Poſt to give Evidence of his own Doctrine; and, if 
the Honour of the Reformation, the Rules of the Goſpel, 
and of the Primitive Church, have any Prevalency at this 
Day, we may, yet. hope to ſee the Conſequences of 
them in Practice, the ſame Celebrated Effects revivd a 
mongſt us, and Demonſtrated in real Acts of Clemency, . 
and Forbearance ; and therefore, We cannot conclude bet- 
ter, than in the next Words of the ſame Hiſtorian, (which 
were not ſpoken Excluſively, but; by way of Panegyrick, . 
as a Noble, and Pious Example, fit for himſelf, and o- 
thers to Imitate.) All this might have been Expected from 
ſuch a Queen, and ſuch Biſhops. | e 
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